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�,�W�¶�V���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���P�R�Q�W�K��
always means elections!  The Unit 

176 Nominating Committee has se-

lected the slate for the elections that 

will take place at the January Election 

Sectional on the 21st-24th , 2010.   

There are three available seats and the 

six candidates are Brady Allen, Leslie 

Conant,  Tomi FitzGerald, Susan 

Flick, Jim Harp, and Donna Garrard.    

Jim and Tomi are incumbents.  There 

is additional information about each 

candidate (along with a photo) else-

�Z�K�H�U�H���L�Q���W�K�L�V���L�V�V�X�H�����������,�¶�P���V�D�G���W�R���U�H�S�R�U�W��
that Jim Bauer has decided against 

running for reelection.   He has done 

an exceptional job on the board for the 

last three years, serving as tournament 

committee chairman, vice-president 

and as our outgoing president.    Many 

thanks, Jim.   You will really be 

missed. 

 

Our unit continues to grow!   We had 

12 new members in July alone and 

each month we see an increase.  A big 

hand should go to our hard-working 

clubs and their owners and directors, 

who are scheduling lots of games with 

the newer player in mind.  Several 

games have mini-lessons and hand 

discussions before the start of play.  

Be sure to contact a club to see what 

games will work best for you.   Con-

tact information for all clubs is listed 

on the Unit website.  

 

Sadly, our unit has lost some mem-

bers, as well.  Fran Beard passed away 

before press time of the last issue, as 

did Dr. John Fisher.  Both of them 

were outstanding players and well-

known faces at both the clubs and at 

tournaments.   At our August sec-

tional, the Saturday event was an-

nounced as Dr. John Fisher Day and 

although he was unable to attend be-

cause of his rapidly progressing ill-

ness, Brady Allen gave a very moving 

speech that was taped and played back 

for him.   And just before I started this 

column we lost Rose Rosner, a fixture 

at the clubs at the still-young age of 

95.   It will be hard to imagine her not 

sitting at her favorite table.    

 

Unit Games are growing, too!!  The 

November Unit Pairs games will be 

November  1 at Valley View and Dor-

�V�H�\�¶�V���%�U�L�G�J�H���&�O�X�E�V�����������'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U�����W�K���L�V��
the Unit Christmas Party �± there will 

be food, door prizes, and even a 

bridge game!   Be sure you plan to 

bring a toy �± the charity has not been 

determined yet, but each year we send 

toys and donations to a selected char-

�L�W�\���W�R���E�U�L�J�K�W�H�Q���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H�¶�V���&�K�U�L�V�W�P�D�V���������� 

 

A couple of other dates to remember:  

�'�R�Q�¶�W�� �I�R�U�J�H�W�� �W�R�� �P�D�N�H�� �\�R�X�U�� �G�D�W�H�V�� �I�R�U��
the November Sectional, Nov. 5-8, 

2010 at the Richardson Civic Center.    

And there is an Intermediate/

Newcomer Tournament on December 

4-5 at the Dallas Bridge Academy. 

�'�R�Q�¶�W�� �I�R�U�J�H�W�� �W�R�� �G�U�R�S�� �P�H�� �D�� �G�U�R�S�� �Z�L�W�K��
any news for the Unit.   My e-mail is 

 

Susan Flick 
 

I have been a resident of McKinney 

since 2003, bringing to Texas 25 

years of volunteerism and sales ex-

perience as I crisscrossed the country 

with my family. These days I am a 

consistent fixture at the various clubs 

around town as well as the tourna-

ment circuit. When I am not feeding 

my bridge addiction, you may find 

me cheering ringside for my husband 

and dogs as they compete in AKC 

agility trials through the United 

States. 

 

It is an honor to have been asked to 

run for the Unit 176 Board. I feel it 

is important to increase our member-

ship and continue to improve pro-

grams for our newer players. If 

elected, I will put in all the time and 

energy needed to make our unit even 

better. 
 

Leslie Conant 
 

I grew up in Northern California, and 

graduated from Stanford University 

in 1974. I moved to Chicago imme-

diately after graduation to pursue an 

MBA at the University of Chicago, 

and spent the next 5 years as a cor-

porate banker. George (husband) and 

I met on a blind date, and moved to 

�'�D�O�O�D�V���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���M�R�E�����:�H�¶�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���K�H�U�H��
�������\�H�D�U�V�����E�X�W���V�W�L�O�O���G�R�Q�¶�W���T�X�L�W�H���T�X�D�O�L�I�\��
as Texans. I worked in the corporate  

 

 

world until the birth of our first 

�F�K�L�O�G���� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�Q�� �R�S�H�Q�H�G�� �D�� �F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�¶�V��
clothing store, which I owned for 13 

�\�H�D�U�V�����,���³�U�H�W�L�U�H�G�´���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���,���W�K�R�X�J�K�W���,��
�Q�H�H�G�H�G���W�R���E�H���K�R�P�H���V�D�\�L�Q�J���´�Q�R�´�����2�X�U��
third and youngest child is now a 

�M�X�Q�L�R�U�� �D�W�� �7�&�8���� �V�R�� �,�¶�Y�H�� �J�R�Q�H�� �E�D�F�N�� �W�R��
work part-time. 

 

�,�¶�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �S�O�D�\�L�Q�J�� �G�X�S�O�L�F�D�W�H�� �E�U�L�G�J�H��
for 3 ½ years, and have loved the 

new friendships and the challenges 

of the game. As a member of the 

�%�R�D�U�G�����,���W�K�L�Q�N���,�¶�G���E�H���D���J�U�H�D�W���Y�R�L�F�H���I�R�U��
other newcomers to the game, and I 

would love the opportunity to give 

back. 
 

Donna Garrard 
 

I started playing Bridge a few years 

�D�J�R�� �D�V�� �D�� �E�H�J�L�Q�Q�H�U���� �,�W�¶�V�� �D�� �I�D�V�F�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J��
game and I love it. Sometimes I even 

�U�H�J�U�H�W���W�K�D�W���,���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���V�W�D�U�W���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���Z�K�H�Q��
I was much younger because with 

my background- a masters degree in 

Law, graduate studies in Computer 

Science and a teaching assistant for 

Mathematics and Statistics, I should 

be a much better player. 

 

But age has not slowed me down. As 

a top senior table tennis female 

player in the USA, I play Bridge too 

fast�² pulling the wrong card, trump-

ing with a card that is not trump,  

playing to the next step before fin-

�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �O�D�V�W�� �R�Q�H�«���� �D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J�� �W�K�D�W��
you can imagine. Sometimes I have  

 

to say: Dr. Fisher, your style is abso-

lutely right. 

   

I have made many friends and ac-

quaintances from the game. Bridge is 

a big family to me. Every hand is a 

challenge and every game is a hope. 

No matter how bad the last result 

was, how frustrated we felt then, 

tomorrow is always full of another 

challenge and hope. I believe that is 

what we are all looking forward to 

�D�Q�G���Z�K�\���Z�H���N�H�H�S���F�R�P�L�Q�J���E�D�F�N�����,�W�¶�V���D��
joy of life. 

 

Through my experiences in playing 

Bridge (from a beginner, life master, 

bronze life master and now a silver 

life master), I feel that I could repre-

sent a voice for B and C players. 

And through my love and enthusi-

�D�V�P�� �I�R�U�� �%�U�L�G�J�H���� �,�� �D�O�V�R�� �I�H�H�O�� �W�K�D�W�� �L�W�¶�V��
my obligation to participate in the 

Unit meetings to contribute my ideas 

and those passed on to me by other 

players. 
 

Therefore, I am asking for your sup-

port and wish me good luck. 
 

Jim Harp  
 

I was born and reared in Dallas, TX 

and learned bridge while at college  

(much better than studying calculus). 

I live in central Dallas with my 4 

dogs (a lab and 3 Schnauzers) and  

currently 5 adorable Schnauzer pup-

pies. I play bridge at both VVBC,  

�'�R�U�V�H�\�¶�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�Q�W�K�O�\�� �X�Q�L�W��
games. I believe my experience as 

board treasurer of five local volun-

teer organizations (YMCA of Dallas, 

Dallas Symphony Guild, Dallas 

Housing Finance Corp., Dallas 

Rental Housing Preservation Com-

mittee) will serve me well on the 

Dallas Board. I would like to see 

bridge in Dallas strengthened in the 

following ways: continued unit web 

site development; encouragement of 

NAP and GNT participation; in-

creased unit game participation; and 

infusion of young players into our 

Unit. 

 

Tomi FitzGerald  
 

�,�¶�Y�H���V�H�U�Y�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���%�R�D�U�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���O�D�V�W��
3 years, working on various commit-

tees and as secretary and vice-

president.  �:�H�¶�Y�H�� �U�H�D�O�O�\�� �K�D�G�� �V�R�P�H��
great changes during that time.  Our 

Unit game has gone from a strug-

gling game on Thursday night to a 

full house at two clubs on Sunday 

afternoons.   �:�H�¶�Y�H���D�G�G�H�G���8�Q�L�W���W�H�D�P��
games to the mix on specified Thurs-

day nights and they have really taken 

off.  Our clubs are running more 

charity and special games, as well as  

taking a role in running some of the 

sectionals, allowing both the Unit 

and the Clubs to grow and 

profit.  There are more games for the 

beginning player.   Our membership 

is growing and we certainly want  

 

that trend to continue.  And as we 

expand, we need to continue to re-

member that as bridge players, we 

are a family, and families deserve 

respect. 

 

I hope you will allow me to continue 

on the Board for the next three 

years.  This is a game and a commu-

nity that I love  
 

Dr. Brady Allen  

 

Thanks for considering me for a 

position on the Unit Board. I will 

devote the necessary time and energy 

needed to ensure that the trust you 

place in me will be respected and 

rewarded. My primary objective is to 

preserve our present membership 

and find innovative ways to attract 

new players.  

 

I will also work with the other board 

members on strategies to increase 

attendance at our unit games, sec-

tional and regional tournaments. If 

called upon to participate in a disci-

plinary  hearing, I will try to be fair 

and impartial, yet respectful of our 

zero-tolerance policy and our high 

ethical standards. In summary, I 

hope to promote the best competitive 

atmosphere, but one in which we all 

have fun and treat each other with 

dignity and respect.  

             Susan Flick                                    Leslie Conant                                Donna Garrard                            Jim Harp                              Tomi FitzGerald                               Dr. Brady Allen 
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Unit 176 Dallas  

 

Tomi Fitzgerald 

still tomi.fitzgerald@scapromo.com.  

And since this is the Nov-December 

Scorecard, let me take this opportu-

nity to wish all of you a very happy 

Holiday season!     - Tomi 


