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Second place in the Spring National Jacoby Open Swiss Teams
went to Bob Hamman, Jeff Meckstroth, Eric Rodwell, coach Eric Kokish and Zia Mahmood
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Dealmaster Pro dealt the following hand at a Bridge Dallas Club game: You are setting East. The bidding went 1D-1S-1NT-P-2H??-P-3NT-P-P-P. West leads the spade 8. What do you play? Your bridge teacher says third hand should play the lowest of touching honors. But wait, look what happens if you play the Jack. Declarer, of course, false cards with the Ace. Now partner doesn’t know if you started with the KQJXX or QJXXX. OK you say, we play Smith Echo so I will play the 6 and then the 9 when declarer plays diamonds. The crafty declarer, knowing you play Smith Echo, plays the diamond 5 to the dummy and leads a heart to his K and partner’s Ace. Partner sees your 6 of diamonds and knows that the diamond 9, 4, & 3 are missing. Partner also knows that you, being a competent defender, should have played the spade Q on trick one if your holding was QJXXX or KQ10XX. So what is partner to do? Partner knows that declarer had at most 11HCPs for his 1NT bid. He has seen the spade Ace and the heart K. So what does declarer hold in the club suit? He could have the A of spades or the K & J of clubs for his 11 pts. Now if you had played the Q of spades on trick one, partner would not have a problem. He would know that there is no future in the spade suit and would lead a club. You would now cash your 3 club tricks and exit with the diamond. Partner gets a heart on the end to set the contract. Remember to stop and think before you play to that first trick when you are third hand. It isn’t always right to play the lowest of touching honors when you are third hand. 
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Dealmaster Pro dealt the following hand: As the dealer what do you bid?  If you open 1C and partner bids 1S you have no sensible bid. Do you really want to open with 1D? You finally decide to take what you think is the best of two bad options and open 1H. The bidding goes pass by LHO, partner bids 1S, RHO passes and you bid 2C.  Now what should partner do? He knows that you have at least 4 clubs and probably have shortness somewhere or you would have bid differently. With 3 spades and 5-3-3-2 or 2-3 you would raise to 2 spades. With 5-2-3-3 etc. You would have bid 1 NT. If partner has shortness somewhere, the hand rates to play at least one trick better in clubs so he should either pass or make a curtsy raise to 3 clubs. My experience is that many matchpoints are won by playing an 8 card minor suit fit versus a seven card major suit fit. Three clubs makes and 2 hearts is down one. Alas, everyone that opened 1D landed on their feet in 2 or 3 clubs.

































Upcoming Sectional Tournaments


Bridge Academy 199'r Silver Sectional April 23-25, 2010


DALLAS MEMORIAL DAY SECTIONAL 


May 27-31, 2010 


DISTRICT 16 GNT FINALS





09-10 Mini-Mac Leaders �
�
4000 & Above�
1�
Stephen Sinclair�
136.91�
�
�
2�
David Horner             �
127.38�
�
2500 to 4000�
1�
 Jack Smith�



102.25�
�
�
2�
Jack Rollier�
72.67�
�
1000 to 2500�
1�
HazelSchoenberg


Jules Schoenberg�
88.58�
�
�
2�
Michael Hout�
88.37�
�
300       to 1000�
1�
John Galey�
132.29�
�
�
2�
Robert Scrimale�
97.58�
�
200 


to


300�
1�
 Robert Razon�
132.29�
�
�
2�
   Miriam Usry�
68.13�
�
100


 to 


200�
1�
Gay Schleicher�
63.84�
�
�
2�
Tommie Anglemyer�
46.47�
�
 0


 to


100�
1�
Jo Driscoll�
63.84�
�
�
2�
Patricia Johnson�
57.70�
�




































Mar  Unit Game Winners 


Open Game


A 1st  2nd Charles Price-Tomi FitzGerald, A 1st 2nd Michael Hout -Hugh Hillaker, B 1st   Hazel Schoenberg - Jules Schoenberg, B2nd C1st George Roach- Judy Corey Edmiston  C2nd Vi Ganeles- Mary McGinnis


749r 


A 1st Judy Mays - Barbara O'Dell , A2nd Charles Morse - Nancy Morse, 


B 1st C1st Wendy Plant - Sheila Patterson


B2nd Joan Daniel - Norma Edsel, C2nd Jo Driscoll - Gay Schleicher


99r


A 1st Darrel Strelitz- Delilah Perkinson, A2ndB 1st C1st Genny Lemeshev- Yuri Lemeshev, B2nd Mary Anne Wallace-Penny Hawkins, C2nd Cindi Anthony- Jay Anthony




















Schedule for 2010 GNT Qualifying set:�Flight B is on April 25th at Valley View�Flight C is on April 17th at BAND. 


GNT's are a two session event and both begin at 1:30 P.M. If you qualify, District 16 finals will take place at the Memorial Day Sectional at the Richardson Civic Center.











Moving Up:


Bronze Life Master: Susan Flick, McKinney TX
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