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Exclusion Blackwood The Pros & Cons

Exclusion Blackwood Getting Passed Twice in One Week… What are the odds??

	Dlr: S
Vul: E/W
Scr: IMP
	North
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	Closed Room

	Hamman
	Cohen
	Compton
	Berkowitz

	West
	North
	East
	South

	
	
	
	2N

	P
	3D (tsf)
	P
	4H

	P
	4N (1)
	P
	5H

	P
	5D
	P
	6H

	(1) Spade Cue

	Open Room

	Stansby
	Rodwell
	Martel
	Meckstroth

	West
	North
	East
	South

	
	
	
	2N

	P
	3D (tsf)
	4H
	P

	P
	4N (1)
	P
	P??

	(1) Exclusion Blackwood


The interesting part of this hand is the analysis of the auctions.

Since Berkowitz and Cohen play kickback, four spades would be Blackwood and 4NT is a cuebid in spades. Berkowitz did not like his hand opposite a spade cue and tried to sign off in five hearts. Cohen knew better and drove to six. The auction might not have been straightforward but they landed of their feet.

In the Open room, however, things went awry. For the second time in a week, an expert pair passed an exclusion keycard bid. What are the odds? At least, Jeff didn’t play in his 2-0 fit like Steve Garner did in the semi-finals.

Many experts refuse to play exclusion because of if its ambiguity. Bart Bramley, for example, won’t play it under penalty of death. These experts are probably right. It comes up so seldom that even as experienced a partnership as Meckwell can get confused by it and lose 10 IMPs in the process.

Lucky for Meckwell, it didn’t matter to the outcome of the event.

Congratulations to the Nickell team. 
From The UNITED STATES BRIDGE FEDERATION Web Site
Here are Fred Gittlemans thoughts on the subject from an article on his Web site.

 “Whenever a major suit is agreed, a bid of five of any other suit is "Exclusion RKCB". This means that you have a void in the bid suit and you want to know how many Keycards your partner has, not counting the ace of your void. Before you make this sort of bid, make sure none of the possible responses will get you too high if you are off two keycards.
Exclusion Blackwood in Action

 Playing in the Tuesday morning STAC game (Hand #26) you pick up AJX-Void-KJXX-AKQXXX  and hear partner open with 1S. You bid 2C and partner bids 2NT. You bid 3S and partner bids 4D. You jump to 5H (Exclusion Blackwood) and LHO doubles. Partner bids 5S (Playing ROPI, this shows 2KC’s outside Hearts w/o the Spade Q) so you sign-off at 6S. Alas, partner hand is KQXXX-AQX-AX-JXX and the hand is a laydown for 7S or 7NT. Partner has forgotten Exclusion Blackwood. A response of 5NT, showing 2KC’s with the Q, would have made it easy for you to bid 7S’s; another Exclusion Blackwood sequence down the drain. Maybe Bart is right.
Good luck if you decide to use Exclusion Blackwood!
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Nickell Wins USBC


Congrats to Bob Hamman and Chris Compton members of the Nickell team 


The team captained by Nick Nickell, trailing 98-76 at the halfway point, posted huge gains in the fourth and fifth sets to win the United States Bridge Championship 216-190, over the squad led by Aubrey Strul.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.acbl.org/" �Taken from the ACBL website�
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A message from Gerrie Owen.


I have retired from running tournaments in Dallas, and even though the board of Directors asked me to reconsider, I felt it was time to move on and let someone else have all the fun.  Even though I thanked some people at the Memorial Day tournament, there are others that  I needed to recognize. Tom Whitesides and his directing staff have always been the greatest, they have guided us and kept us from making too many mistakes. The Dallas Board of Directors have always been very supportive.  Jim Delaney has set up more tables that I can even imagine.  If Steve Sinclair played on Sunday, he always helped us fold the tables, that is a big job and we never had volunteers, so Steve was appreciated.  D.K. Witt for storing and sometimes delivering the tables to a tournament site. Tammy Knapp &  all her help with the caddies & the kitchen.  LaRue Stott, what can I say?  She has been the partnership chairman for so many tournaments.  I never had to worry about LaRue, she always had it done. Ann Roberts did the registration & prizes at several Regionals & ran her desk with no problems..  I know I have missed a lot of people, but I thank you if I left you out and please forgive me if I overlooked you.  And last but certainly not least! My husband James Owen.  I could not have run anything without him.  He has hauled more trailers full of card tables (From Fort Worth as well as Dallas) and loaded more supplies & taken trips to Sam's than I can remember.  Not only do I owe him a debt of gratitude, but so do the players and the board. He has been wonderful.  And absolutely last is you the players.  You have supported me for years and told me when I did a good job or a bad job, and I thank all of you for all your help.


Gerrie, Thanks for a job well done.





June Unit Game Winners 


Open Game


A 1st Charles Price - Bryan Storey A 2nd  Gloria Reysa - Jim Miller


B 1st Kay Lewis - Ann Berning B 2nd Jim Farmer - Chris Kouvelis Jr   


C 2nd    Donna Garrard - William Garrard Jr


499r 


A 1st Cynthia Keaton-Daniel Fife A-2nd Judy Etchison-Scott Etchison           


B 2nd Lyn Davis- Mike Davis


C 2nd  Sandra Fedro-Betty Wheeler























UP THE LADDER: Bronze LM  Jim Kenyon, Carol Nicourd; NABC Masters Sally Delk, Denise Twitty; Regional Masters Carol Casey, David Greims, Gay Schleicher, Chris Andeerson, Kenneth Price. Congrads!











Memoriam


We lost several players in our bridge family in June, They will be sorely missed.


Marjorie Kidd's memorial was held at Valley View Bridge Club at her families request. Marjorie's husband John said that Marjorie had 3 loves, family, bridge & shopping. The family felt that Marjorie would have loved getting her send off at the bridge table. Several people recalled fond memories of Marjorie not only from family but players as well.


Cissy Brown (one of our local teachers) died suddenly from an apparent heart attack.  Cissy had a huge following of players in the bridge world as she had been teaching in Dallas for many years.


Helen Bennett also passed away last month. She had been a regular player in many of the local duplicate games. Her husband Reid is also a player in our clubs.


Laverne Richter played bridge in the 70's & 80's.  She had been in ill health for a long time and had not played at the local clubs in many years.


Pat Measley also lost her husband Charles.  Even though Charles was not a bridge player, Pat is loved and respected by all who know her and we offer our condelences to Pat.
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