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MODIFIED Jacoby 2NT
Have you been frustrated by your use of Jacoby 2NT? The opponents always seem to make the right lead when opener shows his singleton by bidding that suit after 2NT by responder. The following article reprinted by permission of Larry Cohen (http://www.larryco.com/)may help you.
After a 1-MAJ opening and 2NT response (Game-Forcing 4+-card raise):
4 of the MAJOR = the absolute worst deck imaginable (always 5-3-3-2)
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 = any other minimum (could be 5-3-3-2, but at least some redeeming feature)
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= non-minimum, with a side singleton or void somewhere
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 = non-minimum, any 5-4-2-2 distribution
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 = non-minimum, 6+ trumps (no singletons or voids)
3NT = non-min., 5-3-3-2 (you can use this to show a HCP range such as 18-19)
4 new suit = decent 5-card side suit (nat.--should have ace or king)

Follow-ups:
If responder ever jumps to game in the major, it is a sign-off--no further interest.

If responder still has slam interest, he can ask further as follows:

AFTER opener's 3[image: image5.png]


 :
Responder bids 3[image: image6.png]


 to ask, then (note the similarity to the original responses by opener):
4 of the MAJOR = 5-3-3-2 min., but not total minimum (maybe nice controls)
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 = minimum, with a side singleton or void somewhere
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 = minimum, any 5-4-2-2 distribution
3NT = minimum, 6+ trumps (no singletons or voids)
4 new suit = min., decent 5-card side suit (natural--should have ace or king)
(After opener's 3[image: image9.png]


 or 3[image: image10.png]


 answer to 3[image: image11.png]


, next step asks, using same schedule as below)

AFTER opener's 3[image: image12.png]


:
Responder bids 3[image: image13.png]


 to ask, then:
Step 1=A VOID somewhere
Step 2= singleton in lowest side suit ([image: image14.png]


)
Step 3 = singleton in next side suit ([image: image15.png]


)
Step 4 = singleton in highest side suit (other major)
After Step 1 (VOID)
Next bid asks where and S1=[image: image16.png]


, S2=[image: image17.png]


, S3=other major

AFTER opener's 3[image: image18.png]


:
Responder bids 3[image: image19.png]


 to ask, then:
Step 1= 4 cards in lowest side suit ([image: image20.png]


)
Step 2 = 4 cards in next side suit ([image: image21.png]


)
Step 3 = 4 cards in highest side suit (other major)

This looks a bit complex, but there isn't too much memory. The first set of answers to 2NT must be memorized. After that, the same principle covers all the memory: Next step asks, and answers are "up-the-line."

INTERFERENCE:
As stated above, this convention is never on if they interfere after our 1MAJ opening. However, we do need to cope if they interfere after the 2NT response:

Opener's double = Shortness in suit doubled
Opener's new suits = natural or a control
3NT = Balanced Maximum (Ace or King in their suit)
Opener's Pass = Nothing special--flat hand, could be 5x3x2 awful after which, responder's X=penalty
Opener's jump to 4M = dead minimum, but 6x3x2
If they double Asks or re-asks : XX = business, Pass=S1, etc.
If they bid after Ask or re-ask : X=Penalty, Pass=S1, etc. (except when double = short as above)

Like any new convention, this can't be taken lightly. Practice and study are required.  This one is worth the effort for a serious partnership. Not only does it provide more accuracy, but the biggest payoff is in concealment. Most times, opener will have a minimum (12 points are statistically more likely than 15 or 19). When opener bids 3[image: image22.png]


 to announce a minimum, most times responder will no longer be interested in slam. He will simply jump to sign-off in game. Meanwhile, you have not given away opener's shape to the opponents. It is too easy to lead and defend against standard Jacoby 2NT, when you are told opener has a singleton. It is much better to keep this information concealed on most deals.
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Upcoming Sectional Tournaments


� HYPERLINK "http://www.d16acbl.org/U176/sectionals/Band%20299er079-1110.pdf" �BAND 299er �� HYPERLINK "http://www.d16acbl.org/U176/sectionals/Band%20299er079-1110.pdf" �Silver Sectional��“Silver Masterpoints Awarded Every Session!”�July 9-11,





09-10 Mini-Mac Leaders �
�
4000 & Above�
1�
Stephen Sinclair�
141.91�
�
�
2�
David Horner             �
127.38�
�
2500 to 4000�
1�
 Jack Smith�
112.25�
�
�
2�
Jack Rollier�
94.51�
�
1000 to 2500�
1�
Jules Schoenberg


Hazel Schoenberg�
134.71�
�
�
2�
Michael Hout�
129.62�
�
300       to 1000�
1�
John Galey�
132.29�
�
�
2�
Dion Dubois


Daniel Fife�
100.71�
�
200 


to


300�
1�
 Robert Razon�
152.79�
�
�
2�
   Jan Folmar�
81.61�
�
100


 to 


200�
1�
Gay Schleicher�
63.84�
�
�
2�
Tommie Anglemyer�
46.47�
�
 0


 to


100�
1�
Patricia Johnson�
67.70�
�
�
2�
Jo Driscoll�
63.84�
�




































May  Unit Game Winners 


Open Game


A 1st  Hugh Hillaker-Michael Hout, A 2nd B1st Hazel Schoenberg-Jules Schoenberg Jr, B2nd 3rd Bob Friz-              Florence Beaird B2nd 3rd C1st Robert Schmidt-George Roach, C2nd Edwina Syx-Patricia Johnson


749r 


A 1st Dion Dubois-Daniel Fife, A2nd B 1st Robert Razon-           Mark Hatten B2nd 3rd C1st2nd David Luzzatto-Rich Gordon B2nd 3rd C1st2nd Emily Ray-Mary Burdette


99r


A 1st Cindi Anthony-Jay Anthony, A2nd Elsa Mond - Keith Mond  B2nd Genny Lemeshev-Yuri Lemeshev




















Congratulations to Unit 176 2010 District 16 GNT Winners �Superflight: Nagy Kamel 


Flight A: Hua Yang


Flight B: Joseph Gill, William Garrard Jr, and Donna Garrard





Congratulations to all Memorial Day Sectional Winners. See Unit 176 Web Site for complete list and pictures.





Unit Team Game at Band, 6:30 PM June 17.








Moving Up:


Life Master: Donna Jordan


Robert Razon, Irving TX


Bronze Life Master: David Sauder, Lewisville TX


Silver Life Master: Mark Zeitlin, Denton TX


Gold Life Master: D.K. Witt, Garland TX


				Martha Young, Dallas TX
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