Dallas Bridge Association

Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors on April 12, 2010
The meeting was held at the home of Susan Flick.  Members present were Steve Birnbaum, Bob Butterfield, Leslie Conant, Tomi Fitzgerald, Susan Flick, Charles Price, Doug Tucker and Executive Secretary Lynne Wood.  Carolyn Bradford and David Greims were absent.
The meeting was called to order by Tomi Fitzgerald.
Minutes of the March meeting were approved as modified.
The monthly financial reports showed cash balances of $11,651 in the primary checking account, $ 28,255 in the Fidelity account, and $ 26, 838 in CD’s at Viewpoint Bank. 
Bob Butterfield reported that the Tournament Committee met and finalized the schedule for the 2010 Labor Day Regional. Susan Flick and Doug Tucker have worked on a half page ad and flyer formats.  Flyers will be distributed to local clubs, to the Nationals, and to other tournaments in Texas and nearby states.  It was decided that 5,000 flyers will be printed.  Doug Tucker reported that some members felt that the Intermediate/Novice events should be listed within the daily schedules along with other events. Doug will do this as well as list them in a separate area if space allows. 
The Tournament Committee recommended an entry fee of $ 13 for the Regional.  Committee members felt like this fee increase would cover the increased costs and allow more food and other extras to be given to attendees. Their goal is to increase tournament attendance by providing a positive tournament experience. After discussion, Board members approved the fee.
Doug Tucker reported that banner ads are available for purchase from Bridge Base Online.  The Board voted to  purchase a banner ad for the Labor Day Regional to be run June, July, and August and broadcast to BBO players in Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Oklahoma. Total cost is  $ 300.  

Steve Birnbaum reported that the unit membership increased to 1408.  Steve noted that 36% of the members have achieved Life Master.
The next team unit game is April 22 at Dorsey's.  There will be a separate section for 499ers if possible.  Entry fees for this game remain at $ 7, with profits shared between the club and the unit.  This arrangement is currently being reviewed.

Charles Price announced that Jim Bauer will serve as District GNT coordinator, replacing Mark Bumgardner who has resigned due to health issues.

Charles also reported that Marion Gebhardt is currently working on changing the fonts and the presentation of the unit website. Tomi Fitzgerald will forward examples of other websites to Board members for review and suggestions for the Unit site.

Tomi Fitzgerald presented reports from David Greims and Carolyn Bradford.  David has made arrangements to purchase 100 new tables at a price of $ 19.87 each.  He will transport the tables to Dallas from Fort Worth where they will be delivered. Plans for the Bridge Camp this summer at Dorsey's are moving forward.

The chairperson of the Tyler Regional contacted Tomi Fitzgerald with a request to borrow tables and bidding boxes for the tournament.  After discussion, the Board voted to do this.  

Doug Tucker led a discussion about the timing and format of the Unit Directory. It was agreed that the Board should publicize the need for members to update their information with the ACBL.  This would increase the accuracy of  the directory information.  Members of the Board voted to approve the following:


- Ads for the Directory will be sold to the clubs.  Other ads may be purchased, but will not be solicited.


- Drawings to award unit game free plays will be continued to encourage members to review and update their contact information.

- Ad placement choices will be determined through the receipt of sealed bids from clubs wanting to place ads.


- The Directory will continue to be published every two years.

The Bridge Academy of North Dallas requested that they chair the March sectional tournament each year.  This will be decided after consulting other  clubs.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting will be held at 7:00 pm, May 10, 2010, at the home of Steve Birnbaum, 4300 Purdue Avenue, Dallas 75255.
