Dallas Bridge Association

Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors on February 9, 2009
The meeting was held at the home of Jim Bauer.  Members present were Jim Bauer, Steve Birnbaum, Carolyn Bradford, Bob Butterfield, Tomi Fitzgerald, David Greims, Jim Harp, Charles Price, Doug Tucker and Executive Secretary Lynne Wood.  No members were absent.

The meeting was called to order by Charles Price.
Officers for 2009 were elected as follows: Jim Bauer, President; Tomi Fitzgerald, Vice-President; Jim Harp, Treasurer; and Carolyn Bradford, Secretary.  The board expressed appreciation to Charles Price for his service as President for 2008.
Minutes of the January meeting were approved as corrected.

The monthly financial reports were presented.  Cash balances are $21,991 in the primary checking account, $ 27,583 in the Fidelity account, and $ 25,179 in CD’s at Viewpoint Bank.  The January sectional netted $ 3,969. 

Lynne Wood reported that there is a District sanction fee for Regional tournaments of $ 1.15 per table.  The unit will pay District 16 $ 1988.35 for the Labor Day 2008 Regional.  This will reduce the tournament’s net earnings to $12,927.  A final tournament report will be generated for the Tournament Committee.
Bob Butterfield presented a report from the District board meeting.  The new District 16 officers include Charles Price, First Vice-President, Bob Butterfield, Executive Secretary, and Mark Bumgardner, GNT Coordinator. Highlights of the report included the following:

 
- ACBL’s new headquarters will be located the Memphis area.  


- Interest in online bridge has been growing dramatically.  

- A new ACBL rule forbids clubs to hold special games during a sanctioned tournament within 25 miles of the club.

- The District is financially sound in spite of $ 1000 per issue loss on the Scorecard.  Alternatives, including electronic distribution, are being studied.


- Awards were presented at the Houston Regional, including the Texas Star award to Marvin Migdol.


- ACBL membership is growing in Dallas, Houston and Austin.


- District 16 tournament attendance has been stable.


- GNT District finals will be held at the Dallas Memorial Day tournament.

Minutes of the District Board meetings are posted on the District 16 website.

A discussion was held regarding Unit subsidies for NAP District winners who represent the Unit at the national level.  The Board voted to subsidize each such member $ 250.  Charles Price abstained from the discussion and vote.

A discussion took place regarding stratification levels for the upcoming sectional tournament in May.  Carolyn Bradford will discuss this issue with Dorsey Shaw and notify the Board of her wishes.  Members of the Board are generally willing to try changes.  
Charles Price presented a brief history of the Unit’s policy on granting sectional tournament sanctions to club owners.  The objective has been to promote bridge by assisting local for-profit clubs in a fair manner.  A long discussion ensued and it was generally agreed that the policy should be reviewed, possibly revised, and documented.  The Tournament Committee will discuss this and document a policy for Board approval.
It was decided that snacks will be offered at the new team Unit games.  Carolyn Bradford volunteered to bring snacks on February 12.
Board meetings will be held on the second Monday of the month at 7:00 PM.  Schedules for hosting Board meetings and bringing refreshments to the monthly open Unit games were constructed as follows:



Unit game refreshments

    Board meeting host

March 

Doug Tucker


Jim Harp

April  

Charles Price


Bob Butterfield

May 


Steve Birnbaum


Tomi Fitzgerald

June 


Jim Harp



Doug Tucker

July


David Greims


No Meeting

August 

Carolyn Bradford


Charles Price

September

Jim Bauer



David Greims

October  

Bob Butterfield


Carolyn Bradford

November 

Tomi Fitzgerald


Steve Birnbaum

January 2010 
Doug Tucker


Jim Bauer

February 2010
Not Assigned


Jim Harp

Jim Bauer reported that 288 Unit members voted at the tournament in the Board election.  Nine absentee ballots were also received.


 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be at 7:00 pm, March 9, at the home of Jim Harp, 7109 Mason Dells Drive, Dallas, 75230.
