Unit 207 Newsletter

Feb./March 07

The Unit 207 Newsletter editor is Larry Davis.  The board member supervising the unit newsletter is Mary Anne Laier.  The newsletter will be available on or about the first day of the months of February, April, June, August, October and December.  Please let the editor know about newsworthy items so that they may be included in the newsletter. 

Upcoming Unit 207 Events

3 Feb (Sat) - Bridge Center - Annual Unit Meeting - Stratified open pairs follows

17 Feb (Sat) - Bridge Center - Unit-level Grand National Teams (GNT) Flights B/C

                     - two-sessions - (regular open pairs afternoon club game also held)                         

Upcoming Special Games at Clubs

2 Feb (Fri) - Bridge Center - Junior Fund

4 Feb (Sun) - Bridge Center - Mentor/Mentee game (open game also held)

7 Feb (Weds eve) - Bridge Center- inaugural 0-20 game (open game also held)

10 Feb (Sat eve) - Bridge Center - team game cancelled (day pairs game is held) 

12 Feb (Mon) - Bridge Center - Junior Fund game

13 Feb (Tues) - Bridge Center - Club Championship

16 Feb (Fri) - Senior Center - Club Championship

17 Feb (Sat eve) - Bridge Center - team game cancelled (day pairs game is held)

18 Feb (Sun) - Bridge Center - Membership game

19 Feb (Mon day) - Senior Center 12:30 game held at the Bridge Center 

20 Feb (Tues) - South Austin Senior Center - Club Championship

22 Feb (Thurs) - Bridge Center - Junior Fund game

24 Feb (Sat day) - Bridge Center - Club Championship

25 Feb (Sun) - Bridge Center - Upgraded Club Championship

28 Feb (Weds day) - Bridge Center - Club Championship

3 March (Sat eve) - Bridge Center - team game cancelled (day pairs game is held)

4 March (Sun) - Bridge Center - Mentor/Mentee game (open game also held)

5 March (Mon) - Senior Center - Club Championship

7 March (Weds eve) - Bridge Center - Club Championship

10 March (Sat eve) - Bridge Center - Club Championship

18 March (Sun) - Bridge Center - Club Championship

21 March (Weds day) - Bridge Center - Junior Fund game

23 March (Fri) - Bridge Center - Junior Fund game

26 March (Mon) - Bridge Center - Membership game

29 March (Thurs) - Bridge Center - Club Championship

31 March (Sat day) - Bridge Center - Junior Fund game 

Future Austin Tournaments
Mar 07 (24th - 25th) - Bridge Center - NLM Sectional

May 07 (3rd - 6th) - Clarion Inn (Chairmen: Karen Snyder and Phyllis Tate)

July 07 (14th - 15th) - Bridge Center - NLM Sectional

Sep 07 (20th - 23rd) - Clarion Inn

Nov 07 (17th - 18th) - Bridge Center - NLM Sectional

Jan 08 (3rd - 6th) - DoubleTree

Congratulations!

New Life Masters (300): Caroline Baumann, Robert Purvis

New Bronze Life Masters (500): Beverly Geurin

Other:(3500) David Sokolow; (2000) Mike Stout; (750) Anita Cokins, Darlene Gilmore;

(200) Stan Kurtzer; (100) Louise Davis, Nancy Dean, Terri O'Brien;

(50) David Collins, Alice Johnson, Bob Merrifield 

District 16 NAP: Flight A - Jim Griffin/Ken Schutze (8th), Flight B - Virgil Massey/

Charlene Sands (1st), Karen Snyder (3rd), Inger Blount/Jeanette Hughes (5th)                               

Austin Sectional: Unit members winning 15+ points were: Paul Tobias, Louis Sachar, Rosemary Kelley, Jack Lacy, Mildred Breed, Anita Cokins, George Pisk, Beth Tobias, Richard Ryan, Jim Wueste, Harvey Browning, Pam LaShelle, Gary Powell, Steve Bruce, Joe Black and Diana Rogers. 

Annual Unit 207 Meeting

The annual meeting will be held February 3rd (Sat) at the Bridge Center at 1:00.  A stratified open pairs game will follow at 1:30 (free, if attended meeting).  The nominees for three positions on the nine-member unit board are: Charles Aufill, Sandra Harris, Mary Anne Laier, Leonard McCormick, Wiley McMinn and Marilyn Sharratt.  Additional nominations may be made from the floor.  Ballots will be mailed to all Unit 207 members a few days later.  They may be returned by mail or at a local club game.  The six members whose terms are continuing are: Linda Anthony, Joe Black, Pat Long, Mark McAllister, Diana Rogers and Phyllis Tate. 

.

Grand National Teams (GNT)

The unit-level GNT qualifier for flights B and C will be held on Saturday, Feb 17th.

It is a two-session event.  The upper half of each flight qualifies to go the district-level (usually held in Richardson (Dallas) over the Memorial Day weekend). The national-level is at the Summer Nationals. Must play both sessions.

New Game

Beginning in February (inaugural game on the 7th), the Wednesday evening game at the Bridge Center will have a separate, 0-20 masterpoint game.  (This new game replaces the Bridge Plus game.)  The open game will run concurrently, and masterpoint awards for the open game will be based on the combined table count.  This arrangement will be very much like Monday evenings at the Bridge Center. 

 January Sectional
Attendance was spectacular at the sectional! The tournament chairmen (and photographers) were Laura Delfeld and Diana Rogers. Other chairmen: Laura Delfeld - Caddies, Larry Davis - Contracts, Sandra Harris - Partnerships and Jim Wueste (with much assistance from Larry Davis and Mark McAllister) - Supplies.

Slow Play

Bridge is a timed event!  The time allowed per round depends on the number of boards to be played in a round.  For 2 boards, it's 15 minutes; for 3 boards, it's 20 minutes and for four boards, it's 25 minutes.  Procedural penalties (points deducted from your final score) may be assessed by the director for slow play.  If your table is behind, everyone is obliged to try and catch up (even the pair not at fault).  Do not post-mortem the hands or visit between the hands if you are behind.  Do your paperwork quickly.  If you can claim, do so (giving, as always, a clear explanation of the claim).  If you will be late going to the next table, do not get refreshments between that round.  If you have a sit-out and decide to leave the playing area, keep track of time so that you won't be late to the following round.  (Don't make the director come looking for you.)  All of this falls under the general category of being considerate to other players.        

Miscellaneous

When giving an explanation of your bidding to the opponents, make sure to use the proper terminology with respect to "transfers" and "relays".  A transfer bid promises the suit in question.  For example, if 2NT is a transfer to diamonds, then the 2NT bidder promises holding a diamond suit.  However, if the 2NT bid were a relay to 3 Diamonds (the responders is "required" to bid 3D), the 2NT bidder does not promise a diamond suit (although he might happen to have one).

Asking questions (at any time) during the play of the hand: either defender or the declarer may ask what the contract is when it is their turn to play.  Either defender or the declarer may ask the opponents what the agreed-upon meaning of a specific bid is and/or what their leading, discarding/signaling agreements are when it is their turn to play.

A review of the auction: may be asked for only at your turn to play to the first trick (including the opening leader).  (The partner of the opening leader must wait until the opening lead has been made.)   

Deaths

Bill Erwin, Silver Life Master

Jack Mehrens, ACBL Tournament Director from Corpus Christi

Doris Allen, ACBL Tournament Director from Harlingen

