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District 16 was a BIG winner at the 

Nashville NABC, and not just at the 

bridge table.  Our very own Dan 

Morse, of Houston, was elected 

president of the ACBL for 2008.  

Weôre proud to have you at the helm.  

Perhaps inspired by Danôs election, 

District 16 players played their way 

to the top in a number of NABC 

events.  Hereôs the scoop. 

 

Bob Hamman and Hemant Lall of 

Dallas won the Spingold Knockout 

Teams, a week-long elimination 

event at the heart of the summer 

nationals.  Seventy-four teams, re-

plete with national and international 

stars, battled for the crown.  In the 

final, Bob and Hemant bested a 

squad of Russian-Polish luminaries.  

Bob, of course, has won the Spingold 

countless times, but this was He-

mantôs first win in this event.  Al-

though Bob and Hemant sometimes 

play together (witness their seventh-

place finish in the Life Master Pairs 

earlier in the tournament), they were 

teammates in the Spingold.  Con-

gratulations on a tremendous feat! 

 

Tobi Sokolow and Mildred Breed of 

Austin won the Womenôs Knockout 

Teams, the premiere womenôs event 

on the ACBL calendar.  Seeded #4, 

they eliminated three of the top five 

seeds to prevail.  Four must be Mil-

dredôs lucky number; she won this 

event last year as the #4 seed, too!  In 

all, it was Tobiôs fourth Womenôs 

KO win and Mildredôs third.  My 

favorite hand from the semifinals: 

holding KJxxx of trumps opposite 

Axx, Mildred played four spades 

making six (by dropping the double-

ton Q offside) while her counterpart 

at the other table was in six spades 

down five!  Donôt mess with Millieð

she can declare the spots off a leop-

ard!  [Warning : do not call her 

ñMillieò in personðyou do so at 

your own risk!] 

 

Petra Hamman and Joan Jackson of 

Dallas made history at the tourna-

ment: they became the first womenôs 

pair to win the Werner Open Pairs.  

Petra and Joan have numerous wins 

in NABC womenôs events, and gold 

medals in the World Womenôs Team 

Olympiad, but this is their first vic-

tory together in an open event.  A 

stellar performance!  I do have one 

lingering question, however: Petra, 

Joan, Tobi, Bob and I all arrived in 

Nashville on the same American 

Airlines flight, and all but one of us 

won a national championship.  What 

am I, chopped liver? 

 

District 16ôs representatives won all 

the marbles in the Grand National 

Teams Flight C in Nashville The 

team was comprised of George Keil-

lor, Don Morgan and John Heath of 

Houston, and Alan Denis of Katy.  

The GNT is a grass roots event that 

draws hundreds of teams nationwide.  

Thus, the Keillor squad topped not 

only the 17 other teams that came to 

Nashville, but the scores of teams 

that played in the earlier stages of the 

Flight C event throughout 2007.  

These guys are the Hammans of the 

future!  Congrats !   

 (continues on page 2 NABC)  

Hamman and Lall Win Spingold;  

Sokolow and Breed Win Womenôs KO;  

Jackson & Hamman Win Open Pairs; 

Keillor, Morgan, Heath and Dennis Win GNT 

Flight C 

 (Front) John Heath and Alan Dennis; (back) George 

Keiller and Don Morgan. 

   Bob Hamman                     Hemant Lall                          Tobi Sokolow                    Mildred  Breed 
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Nashville Report 
 

Nashville was a good place for the 2007 National Tournament. Numerous 

restaurants and much live country western music were in walking distance. 

The playing area was great right next to the host hotel and a short walk from 

several other hotels. The host committee provided snacks and entertainment 

every evening. Attendance was 12879 tables, which was about what was 

expected.  The only problem being that the elevators at the Renaissance 

were very slow before game time making a few players late. 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETIN G: 

I was pleased to be elected President of the 2008 A.C.B.L. Organization. 

 

HALL OF FAME:  

Seymon S. Deutsch of District 16 was honored with the Sidney H. Lazard 

Jr. Sportsmanship Award.  This is a special award started by our own Sid-

ney Lazard to honor players for outstanding sportsmanship and ethics. 

 

FLIGHT C GNT:  

Special congratulations to District 16ôs Flight C Team George Keiller, Don 

Morgan, John Heath, and Alan Dennis. District 16 has done well in the GNT  

but this is the 1st  time I remember winning the Flight C. 

 

Our CEO reported that 2007 is looking like a good year, membership is up 

368 the first 6 months and the number of tables at Regionals, Sectionals, & 

Stacôs are all up. He also said we will probably end 2007 with a net profit of 

over $200,000. 

 

The updating of the ACBL Bridge Series is going well; the first 2 books 

(Bidding in the 21st Century and Play of the Hand in the 21 Century) have 

been updated and sent to Baron Barclay. 

 

3400 members have currently opted to have membership renewal notices 

sent via email instead of regular mail. This is convenient for our members 

and the ACBL, so let us know if you would like to do this. 

 

YOUTH:  THE  NORTH AMERICAN BRIDGE CHAMPIOINSHIP  

On an experimental basis, management will plan and implement a champi-

onship for youth under the age of 19. The first championship will be held 

.(continued on page 3 Morse  report) 

    Joan Jackson and Petra Hamman 

District 16 Sends 3 Players to the World Senior Teams 
 

Congratulations to Dan Morse, John Sutherlin and Bart Bramley who qualified to represent the United States in 

the World Championships that will be held later this year in China.  Dan and John are on USA 1 and Bart will be 

on USA 2. Check out Bartôs column on page 2. 

Dan Morse   

District 16  

Representative   

 By Ira Hessel 

 

At the recent Nashville Nationals  

our very own Dan Morse was 

elected President of the ACBL 

starting Jan 1, 2008 for 1 year.  Dan 

has been active in Bridge admini-

stration for a long time at all levels.  

He has served as District 16 repre-

sentative to the National Board of 

Directors since 1993, and  has 

served Unit 174 (Houston) as Presi-

dent & Vice President as well as 

serving on the Board of Governors 

for District 16.  He also represents 

North America as a World Bridge 

Federation delegate. 

 

 Dan began playing bridge in 1959. 

He soon took to duplicate and won 

his first National in Dallas in 1964. 

Since then Dan has been a major 

force at the National level. He has  

won the Vanderbilt Spingold, Reis-

inger, Life Masters  Pairs,  Grand 

National Teams, US Bridge Cham-

pionship, & Senior US Bridge 

Championship. The latter 2 were for 

the right to represent the ACBL in 

International competition.  He has 

been second in the  Grand National 

Pairs,  Blue Ribbon Pairs and the 

North American Swiss.  He has also 

won many regional events. 

Dan has served as the captain for 

the US world champion team in 

1976,1984,1985,1988,1989, &  

1992. He represented the US in the 

Bermuda Bowl in 2003, and the 

Senior Bowl in 2000 & 2001. Later 

this year Dan will represent the US 

in Shanghai in the Senior Bowl 

playing with Bobby Wolff. You can 

view that event live on Bridgebase 

along with yours truly and a host of 

others cheering him on. 

Dan Morse Elected As  
President Of The ACBL 


